218
COMMISSIONED PAPERS
ally steal in order to secure money, but likewise honest laborers work in order to secure money. The attempts by many scholars to explain criminal behavior by general drives and values, such as the happiness principle, striving for social status, the money motive, or frustration, have been and must continue to be futile since they explain lawful behavior as completely as they explain criminal behavior."
In short, delinquent behavior cannot be explained by reference to the drive for status, money, or success, since these also explain conformity. Rather, it is differential association and the learning of delinquent motives and rationalizations in small, intimate groups that make the difference. The following diagram summarizes these ideas:
							
	Intimate contact with delinquent associates		Excess of definitions favorable to violation of law		Learning of techniques and rationalizations		Delinquent behavior
							
							
POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONIST THEORY
Symbolic interactionist theory has the following kinds of implications:
In terms of prevention, it can be combined with cultural deviance theory to suggest that, to the degree that certain segments of the population remain isolated from rewarding participation in conventional groups, they will be inclined to develop and to foster deviant techniques and rationalizations. Conditions will be spawned by which more crime can be anticipated.
In terms of rehabilitation, the same principles apply. If criminal behavior is the result of deviant motives, values, and rationalizations acquired in intimate groups, then the practice of keeping offenders apart from nondelinquents in detention centers and correctional institutions is one way of ensuring that crime will continue. By contrast, if we want criminals to become more like noncriminals, these two groups should be integrated, not kept apart. Only then would offenders learn that a delinquent image is bad and that criminal conduct is wrong.rs, the more likely its members are to be delinquent.
